WILL JAPAN AND ENGLAND GOME TO BLOWS IN THE END ? Ill
Powers, and America especially, to demand the return of
Japan's mandate in the Pacific. The supreme authority in a
CC' mandated territory is variously held to be vested in :
(i) the League of Nations; (ii) the principal Allied and
Associated Powers; (iii) the holder of the mandate. Of these,
(i) is the opinion of the League itself; (ii) that of America,
who claims the right to be consulted ; (iii) that of Japan, who
certainly will not return her mandate without fighting.
Germany, who, after all, is the party principally concerned,
is continually pressing for the return of the territories to
her, their original owner. In the end, this question can
hardly be settled except by force. If the Powers insist on
depriving Japan of the islands, which she regards as of
great importance, she will fight. Of that there is no doubt
whatever.
It is sometimes said that these islands are worth two
battleships to Japan. But they have a deeper and a spiritual
significance. They are, to us, symbolical of the days when we
first spread our wings and went forth into the Pacific.
They are not only essential to us strategically, they stand to
us as an earnest of our national progress and development.*
There is another matter that must not be overlooked.
Certain phrases in the Four Power Treaty which was signed
at Rome on June 7, 1933, by England, France, Germany,
and Italy, call for attention. The Treaty consists of a pre-
amble and six Articles.
In the first Article, the four Powers agree to confer
together over all questions arising between them, and, with
a view to maintaining peace, to give effect to a policy
calculated to invite the efficient co-operation of all countries
in the League.
In the second, they agree carefully to examine all
proposals to give effect to Articles 10, 16, and 19 of the
League of Nations Covenant. In other words, they hold out
to Germany and Italy a hope that the restrictions that have
been placed upon them will be removed by a revision of the
Treaties.
In the third, they agree to confer over any questions
left unsettled at the Conference on Reduction of Armament.
This refers, principally, to the German demand for an
».
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* Reference to the author's War Clouds Over the Pacific is requested.

